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Hope Springs Eternal! 

We find ourselves saying this ï sometimes despite circumstances ï to 
raise the spirits, to remind ourselves that all is not as bleak as it may 
seem. As Spring is just around the corner, with snowdrops making their 
understated appearance, and daffodils their flamboyant presence felt, 
now is the time to remind ourselves to be hopeful, to share our sense 
that God always brings good out of bad, light out of shadow, as surely as 
Spring follows Winter.  

It was Alexander Pope, in his Essay on Man, who first wrote the words:  

Hope springs eternal in the human breast; 
Man never is, but always to be blessed: 
The soul, uneasy and confined from home, 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come. 

The blessing is delayed, says Pope ï itôs not something we receive fully 
in the here and now on our journey through life, when we are uneasy and 
confined, not yet at home. Iôm not sure. Of course there is a sense that 
there is more to come in the life to come, but blessing is ours, now too.  

Think of the times when you have glimpsed heaven, or been transported 
by joy through glorious music. Or enjoyed the love of family, lover or 
friend. The many times we are blessed, all a foretaste of heaven, here on 
earth, in the here and now. 

Our Cathedral is a place of blessing. So many people come, and feel a 
warmth of welcome, a sense of the sublime, an intimation of immortality. 
They know that sense of Godôs presence because the Cathedral is a 
place of prayer. Every day, without fail, a few gather to say morning 
prayer. Evensong or prayer happens, every day. 

Our daily prayers happen as they have always happened, way back into 
our Benedictine heritage. When we were part of a great Abbey, the 
monks prayed the office, the daily work of prayer. Morning, evening, and 
night, they prayed the psalms, they heard The Bible read, they offered 
prayers to God, they asked God to be with them, giving them strength to 
serve the world. We belong to that tradition, and it enriches us. Do join 
us. Do make it a habit of the heart, on a regular basis, if not every day, to 
pray in this holy and wonderful place. Help us to pray in Godôs blessing. 
To pray that Hope will spring eternal in the human heart.   
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May God bless you in 2017. 

Your friend in Christ  

 

 

 

 

Eco-friendly Lights installed, Nicki Dixon 

900 eco-friendly LED lights have been installed in St Edmundsbury  
Cathedral at a cost of £6,000. 

Head verger, Rachel Clover went 
to energy consultant Julian Colman 
from Savings in Business Energy 
and Jonathan Whitbread of LED 
Technology Pro to find out about 
energy saving solutions. 

They were tasked with finding a 
large reduction in electricity  
consumption, carbon dioxide 
emission and maintenance while 
maintaining the lighting of a large 
area. 

Since the new lights were  
installed there has been an 84 per cent saving in energy consumption 
and a reduction of 11 tonnes of carbon dioxide emission. 

A grant from St Edmundsbury Borough Council helped with the cost and 

The Rev Canon Philip Banks, Cathedral Precentor, said the project was 

fantastic news, and it supports the Cathedralôs Christian responsibility to 

care for Godôs good earth. 

 

Vision Day, Canon Matthew Vernon 

January 2017 was an important month in the renewing of our Vision and 
Strategy for the Cathedral. A draft new Vision and Strategy was shared 
with congregation members at a Vision Day on Saturday 28 January.  

Left to right: Canon Philip Banks, Julian 
Colman, Jonathan Whitbread and head 
verger Rachel Clover. Photo courtesy of 

East Anglian Daily Times. 
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Earlier in the month it had been shared with the Bishop, with Cathedral 
staff. The input and feedback from all those people is vital for developing 
the Vision and Strategy and for prioritising and implementing. 

More than 80 people attended the Vision Day. The introduction to the day 
included a presentation by Canon Dave Gardner on the Diocesan Vision 
"Growing in God" (leaflets are available at the back of the Cathedral).  
Attendees participated in the five workshops which focused on areas of 
the life of the Cathedral that relate directly to members of the congregations. 
The ideas and observations from each workshop were recorded and are 
being used by Chapterôs Strategy Group to improve the Vision and  
Strategy, as well as prioritise which areas we will focus on. Regular  
updates will be shared. 

Many who attended the Vision Day have commented that it was very 
good to be together and to have the chance to discuss Cathedral life, as 
well as learn each other's names. The level of participation and energy 
shows the commitment we all have to developing our life together as we 
renew the Vision and Strategy for the Cathedral. 

O God, grant us the serenity 
to accept the things we cannot change, 
the courage to change the things we can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference.  
Amen. 

 

Speed The Plough - Plough Sunday Service  

Plough Sunday was celebrated at St Edmundsbury Cathedral on Sunday 
8 January when Canon Sally Fogden, Diocesan Agricultural Chaplain 
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asked God to ñspeed the ploughò for 
a prosperous farming year ahead. 

She said: ñWe are an agricultural 
county and we need to remember 
how important it is in our lives.  

ñIt is the basis of so much that 
happens in Suffolk.ò 

The plough attracted a lot of  
attention outside the Cathedral 
and was loaned for the service 
by Andrew Blenkiron, estate  
director of the Euston Estate  
and chairman of the Bury St  
Edmunds branch of the National 
Farmersô Union. 

The congregation heard how the 

observance of Plough  Sunday, on 

the first Sunday after Epiphany, is an 

ancient custom associated with the 

first working day in the countryside 

after the 12 days of Christmas. 

 

St Benedictôs School Golden Jubilee Mass, David Dawson, Chair of 
Governors (and a proud liberal catholic member of the Church of England) 

On Friday 20 January the Cathedral hosted this historic event at which 
800 students and staff came together to celebrate 50 years since the 
schoolôs foundation in 1967. The school was started as a Catholic Secondary 
Modern School and became a comprehensive in 1972. It was created by 
three prominent local people, John Lacy Scott, the first Chair of  
Governors, Father Horton, the parish priest of St Edmunds at the time 
and Councillor Pemberton. 

There have been only four Headteachers ï Francis Pardon, Paul Rossi, 
Hugh OôNeill and since September 2016, Kate Pereira. The school has 
grown into an 11-19 voluntary aided comprehensive, with 850 students of 
whom two thirds are baptised Catholic and one third who want an education 
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which aims to produce, as its Mission Statement says, ñEffective  
Christians for the Modern Worldò. 

The Mass began with a welcome from the Canon Precentor, Philip 
Banks. Alastair Nichol, the schoolôs Director of Music, worked closely 
with James Thomas who played the organ. The choir sang a specially 
commissioned Jubilate Deo by James Devor and during communion the 
choir sang Tantum Ergo by Widor and the Shepherdsô Farewell from  
Berliozôs LôEnfance du Christ, accompanied by the orchestra. 

The Headteacher, Kate Pereira said that it was wonderful to see the 
whole school in one place (since September the Upper School Centre 
has been based on Beetonôs Way and the Lower School Centre on the 
former St Louis Middle School site on St Andrewôs Street South). She 
thanked Dean Frances, Canon Philip, James Thomas, Rachel Clover 
and the team of vergers for their welcome and support. She also thanked 
Jane Ranzetta and the 50th anniversary committee for their creativity and 
hard work and all staff and students of St Benedictôs for their huge team 
contribution in making the mass a success. 

In his message to students David Dawson, Chair of Governors, paid  
tribute to the schoolôs founders and leaders throughout the years, and 
recalled that the Mass was taking place on an historic site in which there 
was a continuous St Benedictôs connection since the foundation of the 
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Abbey in 909.  He also quoted from the final speech of Michelle Obama 
as First Lady of the United States on 6 January: 

ñI want our young people to know that they matter. Donôt be afraid, be 
focused, be determined, be hopeful, be empowered. Empower  
yourselves with a good education and then build a country worthy of your 
boundless promiseò  

He urged students to look at the speech online for further reflection. 

 

Four new Cathedral staff members introduce themselves 

Ian Mack - Verger 

I was brought up on the edge of  
London and Essex where I attended my 
local church, was a member of  
the Choir and was confirmed in my 
teenage years. 

I first came to Bury St Edmunds back in 
the 1980s when I spent a few weeks as 
a student here and remember well the 
friendliness of the town and how much 
it was a centre for the local rural area ï 
it still had a cattle market at the time! 

I have spent most of my working life so 
far in the National Health Service, in a 
number of roles, as a junior hospital doctor 
at Kings Lynn then mainly working as a 
GP in West Norfolk, but also taking a particular interest in improving ser-
vices for older people as a ñclinical commissionerò.  

Outside of work I sing in a Choir in West Norfolk and for many years 
have sung with visiting Choirs at cathedrals around the country, mainly 
for weeks in the summer when the Cathedral Choir is on holiday.  

Sometimes I have sung with the Choir for a Saturday, including at Bury 
St Edmunds about five years ago.  

I have lived in West Norfolk for the past 23 years, which is relatively close 
to Bury. At my small local village church I help sometimes by playing the 
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organ, but I am definitely what you would describe as a ñvillage organistò. 
I was so delighted when the opportunity came forward to apply to be a 
part time Verger here. I am very part time, one day a week, but I find the 
opportunity to work and support the Cathedral in a small practical way 
very inspiring.  

It is also such a beautiful place to work in. Everyone has been so friendly 
and helpful to me, especially the brilliant team of vergers here. I am sure 
it will take me some time to learn all the many skills that are needed to be 
a member of the team here but I am looking forward to this. 

Jane Olive ï Liturgy and Music Administrator 

I have been working at the Cathedral 

for just over six weeks now. I am the 

Liturgy and Music Administrator, working 

closely with Canon Philip Banks.  

I am thrilled to be part of the Cathedral 

staff and am looking forward to the 

challenges that lie ahead. 

My husband Leslie and I have been 

worshipping at the Cathedral on a 

regular basis for the last five years so 

it is very exciting for me to become 

more involved in the daily life of this 

wonderful building. 

I am a member of the St Edmundsbury Singers and really enjoy singing 

Evensong and learning lots of new music. Singing is my main hobby in 

fact. I sing in 6 different choirs!   

When I am not singing I am being a taxi service to my 17 year old daughter 

and visiting my son at university or walking the family Golden Retriever 

called Captain. 

I look forward to meeting you all. 
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Jean Bruce ï Cathedral Office PA 

I am the Cathedral Office PA, working 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, assisting 
Sarah-Jane Allison with HR, and 
Canon Matthew Vernon with  
preparations for weddings, baptisms, 
funerals and memorial services, as 
well as occasional services in the  
Cathedral. 

After only a few weeks, I already 
know that this is a very happy place to 

work, and I am very excited about my job here. 

I have moved around a lot but am happy to be back in the UK after 16 
very rewarding years as a pre-school teacher in North Carolina.   

My two adult daughters live in the USA, and my soon-to-be  
step-daughter and step-son are in Ireland. My fiancé and I are getting 
married in March, having met in 1974 and reunited in 2010. Our two  
rescue Tibetan Spaniel dogs keep us busy, and we are happily settling 
into village life in Suffolk. 

Madeleine McNaught ï Executive Assistant to The Dean 

I joined the Cathedral in September 
2016 in the role of Executive Assistant 
to the Dean.   

The role would probably be described as 
primarily administrative, but in practicality 
the job is much more óhands onô.   

Most of the traditional work revolves 
around diary planning for the Dean and 
administering the meetings and minuting 
the various internal committees which the Dean either chairs or in which 
she participates.    

People may assume that my job is desk-bound, but in reality much time 
is spent hopping up and down between the various Cathedral offices 
(and on occasion, going into the Cathedral itself), setting up rooms 
for  meetings/clearing afterwards, minuting meetings, meeting and greeting 
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visitors, liaising with Pilgrimsô Kitchen for catering requirements, etc.    

The breadth of the job was particularly evidenced during the recent óIn 
Godôs Gazeô exhibition, which took enormous amounts of time to  
administer, to ensure that the 154 paintings on display were correctly 
identified, recorded and, at the end of the exhibition, packed and distributed.   

Of course, as with all work in the Cathedral, no job is done in isolation 
and I wouldnôt be able to administer projects such as In Godôs Gaze without 
the fantastic help of many co-workers here.    

I still have a huge amount to learn about the Cathedral and its role within 
Bury St Edmunds and across the Diocese. Hopefully in time the myriad 
details will fall in to place.   

I have worked as an EA and PA for around 20 years and this experience 
will hopefully stand me in good stead at St Edmundsbury. Prior to working 
here, I worked in the heart of Edinburgh as the EA to the CEO of 
óCreative Scotlandô (the Scottish equivalent of the Arts Council) and prior 
to that, I worked for the CEO of a large veterinary charity set in parkland 
in Newmarket. 

I count myself very lucky to have, in my time, worked at some genuinely 
lovely venues ï long may that continue! 

 

Otley Hall Retreat Day Programme 2017, Karen Gwynne-Vince 

Our programme begins this year on Saturday 1 April with a workshop  
entitled, óTaize Music: a day reflecting on Taize music: singing it, exploring it 
and praying itô. The day runs from 10am-5pm and costs just £28 to  
include refreshments throughout the day and a two course lunch. 

On Wednesday 12 April Andrea Skevington will lead a day asking us to 
óEnter into the Bible imaginativelyô. This day will run from 10am-4pm and 
costs £25 to include refreshments and lunch. 

Then on Wednesday 26 April we welcome back Jnanamitra who will lead 
us in a Buddhist Meditation Day, entitled óUniversal loving kindness and 
interconnectednessô. This is a day running from 10am-4pm and will cost 
£25 to include refreshments and lunch. 

To book any of the dates, please contact Karen on 01473 890264 or see 
our website, www.otleyhall.co.uk. 
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RAF Regiment Commemorative 75th Anniversary Service, St  

Edmundsbury Cathedral 

The Royal Air Force Regiment commemorated its 75th Anniversary on 
Wednesday 1 February in a special service held in St Edmundsbury Cathedral. 

The event was attended by over 600 Royal Air Force personnel and local 
dignitaries, including Lady Clare, the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk, and the 
Air Commodore-in-Chief of the Royal Air Force Regiment Air Chief  
Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton GCB ADC LLD BSc FRAes CCMI RAF. 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral is the proud custodian of the RAF Regiment 
memorial and standards as a mark of the Regimentôs close association 
with the county of Suffolk.  

The Very Rev Dr Frances Ward blessed a commemorative candle which will 
remain in the Cathedral for the rest of this anniversary year. It will be lit at 
Choral Evensong each day as an enduring symbol of the RAF Regimentôs 
75th Anniversary. The candle was made by the candle-works in the city of 
Kevelaer in northern Germany, Twin Town of Bury St Edmunds and the 
location of RAF Laarbruch at Weeze after WW2. 
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The RAF Regiment 75th Candle 
holder, Leading Aircraftman Gell said: 

ñIôve just finished my training and 
been posted to No II Sqn RAF Regiment, a real honour. 

ñBut today, to be the bearer of the RAF Regiment 75th candle has been 
amazing.  

ñTo meet and speak to experienced members of the Corps at such a 
ceremony has been a real privilege; this is where my future is.ò 

Olive Hathaway, 84, wife of Henry Hathaway who served for 34 years in 
the RAF Regiment said: ñMy husband started in the RAF Regiment as a 
ground gunner in Burma and spent the next 34 years serving with the 
Corps. The Cathedral service was a wonderful experience and on his behalf I 
have once again felt the unique fellowship which is the RAF Regiment.ò 

 

A Life Changing Experience, Wendy Compson 

During my 30 years as head teacher, my school undertook a great deal 
of fund raising for an amazing diversity of charities, but the one that really 
stood out with the children was the UK Christian charity called Send a 
Cow (SACL). I managed to get a most enthusiastic and wonderful volun-
tary speaker from the charity to come and talk to the whole school. She 
so inspired the children that they were determined to raise the funding 

Photo courtesy of Senior Aircraftman 
Rose Buchanan  
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necessary to send another cow to Africa. As she left the school she  
suggested that when I retired I should become an ambassador for Send 
a Cow. I undertook the training 8 years ago, five years before my  
retirement, so that I would be ready to work with the charity when I had 
more time! In 2014 I decided to set myself a challenge to raise £10,000 in 
a year by visiting 100 educational establishments to spread the word 
about the charity. I have visited 53 schools and raised £11,000 so far. 
Imagine my excitement when I found that I could join the charityôs study 
week in Lesotho which took place last October. Due to a last minute drop 
out, my husband Chris was able to join the trip which consisted of three 
staff from Send a Cow, and eight ambassadors.  

The charity, Send a Cow was founded by two Christian dairy farmers in 
1988. It works in seven African countries and has helped more than 
1,000,000 people work their way out of extreme poverty during that time. 
The aim of our study tour was to give us an opportunity to meet the countryôs 
working staff and to visit some of the current projects. The major problem 
confronting each of the communities is the severe shortage of water. At 
the time of our visit it had not rained for 9 months.  

Send a Cow always works with established communities and the local 
burial groups form a solid backbone to work with the charity. The first visit 
was to Ikaheng Burial group in Moreneng, founded in 1980 with the  
purpose of collecting the dead, buying the coffin, hiring a tent for the  
service and buying food for the occasion. They perform self reliant  
community work, and have a relatively acceptable life, with food and  
basic needs. In 2015 SACL met the group, at that time their food was not 
good and they had no market in which to sell their goods, SACL  
assessed the group for crop agriculture and soil conservation. The charity 
gave them vegetable seeds, training to help them understand that an animal 
is like a human and that it needs water, training to help improve their 
standard of agriculture and to improve soil quality. There are 56 families 
in this group with men and women now working together thanks to SACL.  
They were obliged to buy all their vegetables, but this year they have 
grown sufficient to cover their needs. They are now able to conserve the 
soil, and harvest some water, even during the drought.  

As our minibus struggled up and down the single track roads to our first 
village before we could see any sign of habitation we could hear beautiful 
African harmonised singing in the distance. We rounded the final corner 
and came across the whole community, jumping up and down with  
excitement. It was such a wonderful sight and as we climbed down the 
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steps of the bus, each of us were presented with a typical Lesothian 
straw hat which the villagers had made themselves. We were led by an 
enthusiastic group of women dressed in bright colours, singing and dancing, 
to the tent where they had laid out chairs for us, and some locally made 
refreshments. Our senses were overloaded, there was so much to see, 
to hear and to absorb from this diminuitive baking oasis which seemed to 
be in the middle of nowhere.  

As we walked through the village,  
thousands of miles from Suffolk, I 
couldnôt help thinking about the 
vast void which exists between our 
impoverished new friends and the 
comfortable way of life to which we 
would be returning at the end of 
our visit. They are all so grateful 
for the help and advice they have 
received, and they smile through 
all the adversities they continually encounter on their journeys. Positivity 
radiates from every family we met, and the way the community works to-
gether is a shining example to all of us. I kept reflecting how much we, in 
the west, could learn so much from these wonderful people. 

As we moved through the village, we were much impressed with the  
gardens they had created from the Send a Cow designs with the object 



15 

of maximising the retention of the scarce water supply collected from the 
pump located 15 minutes from the village. We did express amazement 
that most of the houses did not have guttering or any facilities for water 
collection. It was explained to us that the families needed to save up to 
buy guttering as the whole ethos of the charity is to encourage self  
sufficiency so as to produce surplus crops which can be sold with the 
money raised being invested in the most urgent needs of the community. 
The long term drought of 2016 seemed to have come upon them  
unexpectedly, and the villagers are now actively working on this aspect.  

 

The Role of a Tourist Information Point  Volunteer, Kay Dewsbury 

It all started with an article in the local 
press asking for volunteers for a new 
Tourist Information Point in the historic 
centre of town. This was to help fill the gap 
left by the excellent Tourist Information 
Centre on Angel Hill, which had recently 
closed and moved to the Apex. 

Having recently moved back into Bury St 
Edmunds after twenty-one years running 
a Bed and Breakfast in a nearby village, 
this seemed a good opportunity to get 
involved, meet new people, plus it was 
only ten minutes from my new home. It ticked all the boxes. 

We started in a small way; opening for four hours a day, with a few  
brochures, a lot of enthusiasm, and much encouragement from our  
mentor, Sarah Friswell.  

There are over 30 of us now, all volunteers with different skills - some 
with languages, some good computer skills, and some with great local 
knowledge of the Town and the Cathedral; having Town and Cathedral 
guides on the team.   

But we all have a love of Bury and Suffolk, and a wish to pass this 
on. We are a welcoming and friendly face; we help to ensure everyone 
can make the most of their visit and encourage a longer stay next time, 
with information and advice, maps, carefully selected brochures and  
leaflets, and promotion of local events.    
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We see many different visitors from home and overseas, local residents, 
tourism students and language students, sometimes with their families.  

We answer many different questions, from "where's the nearest  
cashpoint" to "what's the weather like here in May", but mainly "what is 
there to see in four hoursò, or a day, or longer. 

It has been an exciting and rewarding role. We have evolved over 3 
years and, after a wall was knocked through, are now joined to the  
Cathedral Shop, which I love; being part of another friendly crew, who 
help each other.   

Now our visitors can walk into the shop, visit the Cathedral and the  
Pilgrims' Kitchen, all in one centre - quite a visitor experience.   

We are now open from 10.00am - 4.00pm Monday to Saturday and 
11.30am - 2.30pm on Sunday.   

We have local books and souvenirs and everyone is welcome to pop in 
and find out more about the area's treasures.  

I have been living back in Bury for three years now and have enjoyed  

rediscovering our lovely town. Like all of the team, I enjoy sharing it. 

 

Building Updates from the Canon Precentor, Canon Philip Banks 

You will know that the Cathedral has been awarded a significant grant from 
HM Governmentôs WWI Cathedrals Repair Fund. The long-overdue work  
to repair the clerestory windows, cloister roof and other major window and 

stonework repairs, will go 
ahead shortly. The news 
also means that you can 
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once again enjoy the experience of navigating around scaffolding inside the 
Cathedral for most of the coming year. Please bear with us as we try to make 
adjustments to services and events ï Rachel and our vergersô team will be 
working hard to keep everything as clean and orderly as is possible, but  
inevitably some disruption lies ahead! 

Other ófabricô news:  

The cabinets for the South Transept, to 
match the west end furnishings (pictured, 
for the storage of Tower Tour participantsô 
belongings which are not permitted on a 
tour), have now arrived. This, part of the 
Tower Tours project, has been funded by 
the Foundation of St Edmund. We are 
hugely grateful to the Foundation and to 
Martin Huggett, the amazing craftsman 
who has made and decorated the furnishings. 

The restoration and repair of the two 
monuments either side the great west 
doors (see picture) was completed in  
January by Colin Hall, an experienced and 
well-known conservator. The Friends have 
generously made this work possible for 
which we are hugely grateful. Improving the 

lighting at the west 
end, including 
emergency lighting, 
has also been completed so that the liturgy at the 
Font (and the restored monuments) are properly lit.  

Enhancements to the Cathedral sound system 
were carried out just before Christmas, including 
the addition of extra speakers on some pillars 
which had none. This has significantly  
improved audibility in the nave. 

If you have questions about these or any other 
fabric matters, do speak to me or our Head 
verger Rachel, or to Cathedral Chapter  
members. A big thank you to Rachel for  
managing so much of this work! 
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Bishopsô Pilgrimage 

On Wednesday 1 March both Bishop Martin and Bishop Mike will be starting 
a Lent pilgrimage, ñWalking Togetherò from Dunwich to Bury St Edmunds. 

The Pilgrimage begins with a Eucharist on Dunwich beach at 9.00am on 
Wednesday 1 March and ends on Saturday 11 March at St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral where the Diocesan Synod is being held. 

The Bishops will be visiting lots of places on their way and are inviting 
people to join them on some parts of their journey.  

We will be putting more information on both the Diocesan and Cathedral 

websites soon and their progress can be followed on the Diocese and 

Cathedral Facebook pages and Twitter feeds (@CofEsuffolk and 

@stedscath). 

 

 

Lego Update, Hannah Ratcliffe 

We are now on 15,285 bricks at 
the time of writing.    

The Lego Project has progressed 
well through the quieter season. 
Sessions of brick sorting and test 
building were organised to sort the 
thousands of bricks delivered for 
this building phase of the model. 
The Cathedral floor is now  
complete and visitors have  
recently helped build parts of the 
Garth including the stunning  
labyrinth which really adds a focal 
point to the model. The module 
the volunteers are building at the  
moment is the Pilgrimsô Kitchen. 
The team recently welcomed  
Abbotôs Green school who placed 
120 bricks on this module.  
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Alongside the build, we have also worked with BrightBricks to commission 
limited edition kits in small and large sizes. These are available to  
purchase from the Cathedral Shop. 

We currently have 48 volunteers on the Lego Team, but do have spaces 

available on Monday mornings and Saturdays for anyone who may be 

interested in becoming a part of the project. The Lego representatives on 

the Guild Committee are John Eborn and Louise Martin. They are helping 

to plan a spring social event for the group. The volunteers are looking 

forward to building during the busier half term period and Easter. Please 

contact Hannah if you would like an informal talk about volunteering with 

Lego.  

 

 

Edmund Gallery Closure 

Chapter made a decision in January to close the Edmund Gallery  
because in its current form it is becoming a drain on finances. The advice 
from commercial agents is that by letting it to a business or retailer it 
should generate around £15-20,000 per year and this would feed into the 
deficit reduction plan we have in place. 

On Saturday 18 February a meeting was held with local artists who have 
an interest in the future of the space to see what they may be able to do 
to put together a salvage proposal which maintains the space as a  
gallery and guarantees a minimum of £15K per year contribution to the 
Cathedralôs general funds. 

A small group of the artists are keen to explore this and Chapter have 
given them until 13 March to put their proposals together in a business 
plan. This will enable the March Chapter meeting to make a final decision 
and ensure we see some profit contribution in 2017.  
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Diocesan Secretary 

Anna Hughes has been appointed Diocesan 
Secretary of the St Edmundsbury and  
Ipswich Diocese. 

Anna is a former chief executive of the 
mental health charity, Suffolk Mind and a 
former finance director at Ipswich Town 
Football Club, and has a key role in the Diocese 
helping the church fulfil its goal of growth. 

She is responsible for strategic management 
of the organisation with the Bishop and his 
senior colleagues. 

The Rt Revd Martin Seeley, Diocesan 
Bishop, said: "I am thrilled that Anna is joining 
us in this key leadership role.  

"She will bring to the Diocese invaluable experience at both Suffolk Mind 
and Ipswich Town Football Club, coupled with her knowledge and love of 
Suffolk. 

"This is an exciting time for the diocese as we embark on a strategy for 
growth, and Anna will play a key role in this." 

Anna said: ñIôm delighted to join the Bishop and the team at the Diocese 
of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich at a pivotal moment in its development.ò 

 

 

Some thoughts and Ideas to use for our Lenten Reflections,  
Canon Cedric Catton 

In  that famous chapter 13 from St Paulôs letter to the Corinthians we see 
how one thing may be manifested through many things; how through  
enduring all things, hoping all things and bearing all things, the one thing 
which never fails when it is true to itself, is love, the permanent Christian 
virtue, which is appropriate for all occasions. 

We cannot make a better resolution for Lent than to learn more deeply 
the secrets of faith hope and love and make these secrets the foundation 
on which we continue to build and refurbish the fabric of our lives. 
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Faith is something better than a force, something kinder than fate, and 
this is the presence of God our Father, who loves each one of us with no 
less an individual or personal love, than that which is revealed to us in 
the stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son.   

Faith, that the kind, sad eyes that looked down from the cross were the eyes 
of God himself. Faith, that can believe that when we sin we are not just 
breaking his rules, but breaking his heart. This faith will give energy and  
vision to our prayers and reality in our Lenten exercise and penitence. 

Because God is, according to St Paul, óthe God of Hope,ô we shall join 
hope to faith and love. We cannot have a hopeless faith any more than we 
can have a hopeless love, any more than we can have a faithless love. 

Faith teaches us prayer, hope will teach us service, love will teach us  
devotion and worship and bring to faith, its beauty and to hope, its life. 

There are laws in the spiritual life as there are in the natural life. If we 
donôt put money into the bank, we have no money to take out. If we do 
not really pray, we have no spiritual power. But, you and I know that you 
cannot live on capital in the bank only ï the day will come when there is 
nothing left in the bank to meet our outgoings, and, then what? 

The same thing applies to the spiritual life. The conditions and events of 
life are always making demands on us. Tomorrow something may  
happen which will try our tempers or challenge our courage. There 
comes a sudden demand on our patience, and we become impatient.  
Something tempts us to tell a fib and we do, why? We are prepared to 
allow our judgement and integrity to be compromised, why? Often, it is 
because we are spiritually bankrupt, and the situation makes a demand 
on capital that does not exist. Our spiritual bank is empty. 

St Paul, in his letters, says that it is vitally important to put spiritual capital 
into our bank, so that there is capital to draw on in time of need. To 
achieve this we must labour fervently in our prayer life, day by day, and 
walk worthy of our vocation. 

There are two parables that are worth using for our Lenten exercises. Firstly, 
the shepherd, who leaves the safety of the sheep-fold and trudges through 
the dangers of life to find the lost sheep and bring him home. Secondly, the 
parable of the housewife and the one precious piece of silver ï which she will 
search and search for, until it is found and restored with great gladness. 
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We can reflect today on what may have strayed from our lives? What 
roaring lion is stalking our mind or spirit? It is well known that Shepherds 
give their sheep names ï what if they were called Faith, Hope, Joy,  
Honesty, Trust, Helpfulness, and Harmony. Every virtue that God has 
given us is precious, and if we have lost one, we must search for it and 
bring it back into our lives. 

 

 
Holy Week Services 

 

This year Canon Angela Tilby, writer, broadcaster and priest speaks at 
all our Holy Week services: 
 

Sunday 9 April Palm Sunday 
10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Procession of Palms 
Monday 10 April  
7.00 pm  Compline with Address 
Tuesday 11 April  
7.00 pm  Compline with Address 
Wednesday 12 April 
1.00 pm  Holy Communion 
7.00 pm  Compline with Address 
Thursday 13 April Maundy Thursday 
11.30 am  Chrism Eucharist 
7.00 pm  Solemn Eucharist of the Lordôs Supper with Address followed 
 by Procession to altar of repose and vigil until midnight 
Friday 14 April Good Friday 
10.30 am  Churches Together Walk of Witness begins at the Cathedral 
12 noon  Good Friday Devotion 
2.00 pm  Good Friday Liturgy and Addresses 
4.00 pm  Good Friday Childrenôs Service 
Saturday 15 April Easter Eve 
6.30pm  Easter Vigil, Service of Light, Confirmation and First  
 Eucharist of Easter 
Sunday 16 April Easter Day 
8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.00 am  Festal Choral Eucharist 
3.30 pm  Festal Choral Evensong 
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Events round-up 

Heraldry Exhibition 

Suffolk Heraldry Society are holding an exhibition in the South Transept from 
Saturday 27 May to Sunday 4 June called Heraldry Through the Ages. 

There will be examples of heraldry covering the last 3000 years from the 
recorded use of family banners in Syria and Egypt, progressing through 
the Roman, Saxon and Medieval periods up to the present century. 

Also on display will be crested silver, china, cutlery and other objects 
linked to our heraldic heritage. 

Lecture by Salley Vickers 

óTo Go Gentle Into The Good Nightô is the title of the lecture by Salley 
Vickers on Friday 31 March. 

Salley was born in Liverpool and brought up by committed communists 
where the only book not available was The Bible.This provoked in her an 
abiding interest in religion and many of her books have taken biblical  
narratives and worked them into contemporary psychological stories. 

Tickets for the lecture which starts at 7pm in The Edmund Room are  
£5 with a glass of wine and can be booked on 01284 748720 or email 
reception@stedscathedral.org 

Music 

Friday Lunchtime Recitals at 1.10pm.  

28 April ï Students from County Upper School 

At the 10.00 am service on Sunday 29 

January, a presentation was made to 

Paul Deane as he has arranged trips to 

Kevelaer for the candles for over 20 

years and has now stepped down. 

Here's a photo of this year's candle as 

collected by representatives of the Guild 

of St Edmund. 
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5 May Jason Richards (organ) 

12 May Katarina Nohl (piano) 

19 May Helena Gourd and Catherine Derrick (flute and harp) 

26 May Dora Chatzigeorgiou and Alexander Binns (violin and organ/
piano) 

Women's World Day of Prayer, Margaret Ellis  
 
The Women's World Day of Prayer takes place annually, this year on 3 
March, in churches all over the world. It begins when the sun rises over 
Samoa and goes round the world until the last service as the sun sets 
over Samoa, having travelled and been used in many languages in every 
country. The service was written by the women of the Philippines under 
the theme ñAm I Being Unfair to Youò. Services in Bury St Edmunds were 
held at 10.30am in St Peter's Church and at 7.30pm in St Edmunds 

Organ Recital Programme for 2017 

We look forward to welcoming you to our programme of organ recitals for 
2017. The recitals take place on Saturdays at 5pm and are free with a retiring 
collection. 

13 May ï Dan Soper (formerly St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral) 

10 June ï Alexander Binns (St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral) 

22 July ï Roger Judd (formerly St Michaelôs  
College, Tenbury) 

9 September ï Paul Hale (formerly Southwell 
Minster) 

21 October ï James Thomas (St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral) 

4 November ï Sarah Baldock (Cheltenham  

Ladiesô College) 
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Church. The service next  year will be by the women of Suriname on the 
theme of ñAll God's Creation is Very Goodò. It is an international and  
ecumenical day of prayer to which all women of faith or no faith are welcome. 
 
 

óA Great Cloud of Witnessesô: Viewed from a Pew, Doreen Young  

I do miss their gaze. Even though very few of those numerous faces 
crowding the Cathedral walls during 2016 looked out at us, Mark  
Cazaletôs Artist-in-Residency year has had a colourful impact. Leaning 
back in my pew or in my wheelchair, I can spot some of you whose  
likenesses were there on the walls, now laughing, talking together each 
week and animated.  

I recognised the inner life the artist aimed to capture. I write stories attempting 
to capture motives, purpose, turmoils, all in a story line, teased out and  
plausible whilst being imaginative and enjoyable. Contemplation and its  
capturing is a very different thing and, to my mind, a very courageous thing to 
do. My appreciation and thanks is given below in the form of a sonnet. 

Godôs Gaze Exhibition: St Edmundsbury Cathedral 

Touched by colour these workaday faces, 
posted like stamps enlarged on cream laid wall. 
Over a year theyôd taken their places 
profiled, most with eyes closed and heads bent all. 
They are persons, not notions, thoughts unknown, 
as they are to each other, and pensive, 
accepting of gaze: a nonchalance grown  
from the pondering stares of no reprieve. 
Observation, then a recognition 
must have coloured these faces differently, 
we donôt know how. A unique precision 
of placing marks them immediately, 
for the crowd has become far-seeing. Shown  
pitched on Cathedral walls, a truth is known. 
 

Santiago Summer issue - copy deadline 14 May 2017. Please email  
articles and images to Hayley Collard at h.collard83@googlemail.com. 

 

Editorial Committee: Judy Broadway, Hayley Collard, Paul Collard,  
Nicki Dixon, Tony Kimber & Art Tanner 
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Tea Dance, Pam Pitts 

The Bury St Edmunds Fairtrade Partnership are hosting a Tea Dance on 
Sunday 30 April at All Saints Church Hall, Park Road, Bury St  
Edmunds from 3-5 pm. Music will be provided by "The Jazztones" and 
tickets cost £5 to include Fairtrade tea/coffee and cake. 

Tickets from Pam Pitts: pam.pitts@tesco.net or tel: (01284) 763020. 

 

Books of the Bible ï Can you solve these anagrams? 

1.  SEES GIN 

2.  I CUT VEILS 

3.  O MY RUDE NOTE 

4.  CAT SEES SLICE 

5.  CS CHLORINE 

6.  HURT 

7.  PINE ASHES 

8.  EVE ON TRIAL 

9.  I SCORN A HINT 

10.  MANORS 

Answers in the front of your bibles 

 

Seen on Church Notices... 

A notice in vestry aimed at any visiting preachers, ñWhen preaching 
please speak up loud and clear because the agnostics in this church are 
sometimes troublesomeò. 

The prayers for peace this month have been cancelled because of the 
arrival shortly of the new Rector. 

Please note that the forthcoming Fasting and Prayer Conference  
includes meals. 
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Photos from the Christmas Fair 

Groundforce 
Stephen Brunner & Margaret Ellis. 

"Christmas Treats" led by Lesley Barlow (right in photo). 

Christine Andrews and Valerie 
Wilde ran the cake stall.  
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Holocaust Memorial Day 

Around 140 people braved a bitterly cold morning on Friday 27 January 
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 

They gathered at the Holocaust Memorial in the Abbey Gardens where they 
heard Canon Matthew Vernon, Sub Dean of St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
speak on the theme of ñWhat Happens After Genocideò and they were asked 
to think about their own responsibilities in the wake of such crimes. 

Canon Vernon said: ñThis annual service is an important moment to 
pause and reflect on how injustice affects people throughout the  
generations, from the Holocaust to the Rwandan genocide.ò 

Also attending the  
service was the Mayor  
of St Edmundsbury, 
Councillor Julia Wakelam. 

Pupils from the Guildhall 

Feoffment School in 

Bury St Edmunds sang 

and planted snowdrops 

near the teardrop sculpture 

in the memorial garden. 

Kevelaer Pilgrims presenting the candles from St Mary's Basilica in the 
10am service on Candlemass Sunday on 29 January.  


